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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
DATE: April 23, 2008
Contact: Kathleen Rohrbaugh, 215-243-5880

CGFNS INTERNATIONAL’S CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 
QUALIFYING EXAM FOR FOREIGN EDUCATED NURSES 
PREDICTS SUCCESS FOR PASSING NCLEX-RN® EXAMINATION

Validity Study Reveals CGFNS Certificate Holders Have Overall Pass Rate of 90.8% 
on NCLEX-RN® Versus Non-Certificate Holders Pass Rate of 40.7%

PHILADELPHIA, PA — April 23, 2008 — CGFNS International today released the results of its 2006-2007 Certification Program Qualifying Exam Validity Study of pass rates for foreign-educated nurses taking the U.S. nurse licensure exam—NCLEX-RN®.
The April 2006 through March 2007 Validity Study revealed that the CGFNS Certification Program Qualifying Exam has been and continues to be a strong predictor of performance on the NCLEX-RN examination. Foreign-educated nurses who passed the CGFNS Qualifying Exam on the first attempt had a 92.4% chance of passing NCLEX on the first attempt. The findings of the current study include an overall pass rate on the NCLEX-RN examination for CGFNS Certificate Holders of 90.8% versus 40.7% for non-Certificate Holders. The failure rate on NCLEX-RN of those who did not earn a CGFNS Certificate (58.9%) was 6.4 times greater than that of Certificate Holders (9.2%).  In addition, the correlational analyses indicated that the CGFNS Nursing Exam was a strong predictor of NCLEX-RN examination performance. These results provide CGFNS clients, as well as the general public, the assurance that the CGFNS Certification Program Qualifying Exam is a strong and valid predictor of NCLEX-RN examination success.
The Validity Study can be accessed at http://www.cgfns.org/sections/tools/stats/validity.shtml
CGFNS’ Certification Program is designed only for first-level, general nurses educated and licensed outside the United States who wish to assess their chances of passing the U.S. registered nurse licensing exam, the NCLEX-RN® examination, and attain licensure as registered nurses within the United States. The Program is comprised of three components: (1) a Credentials Review; (2) a one-day test of nursing knowledge (CGFNS Qualifying Exam) that is modeled on the NCLEX-RN examination test plan: and (3) an English proficiency test. The Certification Program identifies nurses with a high potential for achieving success on the NCLEX-RN examination.
Many individual and groups benefit from the Certification Program: U.S. Boards of Registered Nursing; the U.S. Department of Labor; and the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, to name a few. For example, the CGFNS Certificate, which is earned by meeting the criteria for the Credentials Review, passing the CGFNS Qualifying Exam, and achieving the required score on an English language proficiency examination, is a prerequisite for obtaining a permanent occupational visa for nurses. The majority of  U.S. boards of nursing (RN) recognize the CGFNS Certificate as a prerequisite for taking the NCLEX-RN® examination.

About CGFNS International

CGFNS is an internationally recognized authority on credentials evaluation and verification pertaining to the education, registration and licensure of nurses and healthcare professionals worldwide. CGFNS is an immigration-neutral, nonprofit organization with 30 years of experience in reviewing and certifying the credentials of 500,000 internationally educated nurses and other healthcare workers. For more information, go to www.cgfns.org.
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